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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN VISITOR CENTRE — OPERATOR 

413. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
In the Premier’s “Labor for Darling Range” advertisement, he says, and I quote, “We passed the WA jobs law so 
that local jobs go to West Australians first.” So why has the Premier allowed a WA government tourism visitor 
centre contract to be awarded to a Queensland company? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The great thing is that in Western Australia today we have a government that cares about Western Australian jobs. 
We all remember, and I saw it on the telly last night, that bridge over the Swan that is being built in 
Western Australia under a Labor government. We all remember what happened under the last government—there 
it was, a couple of pieces of rusting metal in a fabrication yard somewhere near Kuala Lumpur. The then 
government did not know where it was. It was in a workshop somewhere near Kuala Lumpur. The good thing is 
that now we are bringing Western Australian jobs back. As I said earlier, we have got projects now coming through 
under this government. We have got business confidence back in Western Australia. We have got the business 
community lauding the state government and saying “… the budget we love”. That is the cover, but I will quote 
from inside if members like. Here it is! Chris Rodwell, this is what he had to say. This is a quote. I know the 
Treasurer is too modest to read it out himself, so I will do it.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is! He is a very modest person! It states — 

… clearly taxpayer money is being spent more wisely.  

It states also — 

… a very good outcome for the WA business community. 

He is referring to the budget. It continues — 
Maintaining a surplus for 2020–21 and reducing net debt was the highest priority recommendation from 
CCI and the Government remains on track to achieve this, and is forecast to spend $2.8 billion less over 
the forward estimates.  

That is just a little bit. There is paragraph after paragraph of congratulatory words towards the Treasurer.  
Point of Order 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Mr Speaker, under standing order 78, an answer must be relevant to the question. The 
question was specifically related to a contract that has been awarded to a Queensland company.  
The SPEAKER: I thought the question was about jobs. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: No. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me! What was the last bit of the question? Can you just read the last bit of the question? 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I will read the whole thing. It states — 

So why has the Premier allowed a WA government tourism visitor centre contract to be awarded to 
a Queensland company?  

The SPEAKER: No. You were talking about jobs in Western Australia, and the Premier was — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I will read the whole thing —  

In the Premier’s “Labor for Darling Range” advertisement, he says, and I quote, “We passed the WA jobs 
law so that local jobs go to West Australians first.” So why has the Premier allowed a WA government 
tourism visitor centre contract to be awarded to a Queensland company? 

Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: You are questioning my ruling. You asked whether it was anything to do with jobs. You have 
just answered the question yourself. It was about jobs, and that is what the Premier is talking about. It is not a point 
of order. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: That was not the question.  
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Churchlands and the member for Bateman to order for the first time. You 
will not query my decisions. There is a way to do it. 
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Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is clear this government has a focus on Western Australian jobs. We can see the business 
community investing. We can see major Western Australian and international companies investing in 
Western Australia. We know members opposite failed, because the member for Bateman, of course, was the one 
who sent that footbridge to Malaysia. He sent it out there. He defended it along the way. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was someone else, was it?  
Mr D.C. Nalder: You said it was a South Australian company at one point. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay! So under the former government, a South Australian company won it and sent it to 
Malaysia, so that is his defence! Under us, of course, it has come back home. Civmec is building that beautiful 
bridge. It is right there. It is being built. It is nearly finished. I look forward to opening it in coming weeks—built 
by a Western Australian business.  
We have a strong commitment to Western Australian jobs. We have passed the jobs bill, which I note the 
opposition has supported. The jobs bill becomes live in September–October of this year. I also note that the 
Minister for Tourism has confirmed that the job opportunities in the visitor centre will go to Western Australians.  
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